La Canada Council PTA Service Awards 2010

Susan Dodge - Continuing Service Award

Susan Dodge, recipient of the Continuing Service Award, has served the La Cafiada Unified
School District and the La Cafiada PTA for over ten years. She began her service to the PTA at
Palm Crest Elementary, where her children began their school career. It was there that she
began to serve in various PTA positions. As her children moved to LCHS, her commitment to
serving the PTA continued. She served as the 7/8 PTA President during the 2008-2009 year
and is currently the PTA Council President representing the district. She also served on the
Parcel Tax Steering Committee, going beyond direct service to the school and moving to
serving the school through the community. Susan is proud that even in these economic times,
our school district continues to be in the top three in the state. She credits this success to the hard working people in our
district that continue to make it possible.

Vicki Schwartz - Honorary Service Award

Vicki Schwartz, recipient of the Honorary Service Award, has served the La Cafiada Unified
School District in more ways than can be mentioned in a short biography. Vicki Schwartz is,
first, a dedicated mother to her children, who are both in eighth grade. She began her service
to the District and the PTA as her children began their school career at La Cafiada Elementary.
She also served as a Board of Director’s member for the La Cafiada Educational Foundation.
During her tenure as a board member of the foundation, she co-chaired the Gala for one year
and served in many other roles for the foundation. Her commitment to serving the PTA did not
stop when her children came to LCHS. She is serving as the 7/8 Home Tour Chair this year,
and served as the co-chair last year, and is a driving force behind its success. In addition to a positive outlook on life, and
a commitment to her family and community, Vicki feels truly blessed by the number of dedicated teachers, administrators,
staff members, and other parents who care so passionately about all the children.

Jackie Luzak - Honorary Service Award

Jackie Luzak, recipient of the Honorary Service Award, is the Principal of LCHS 7/8 School.
She comes to California by way of New York. She completed her undergraduate work at
SUNY at Fredonia. Dr. Luzak received her Master’s Degree from CSULA and a Doctorate
Degree from University of La Verne. Dr. Luzak is in her second year at LCHS and has worked
in the Los Angeles Unified School District, as well as Temple City Unified School District and
others. She has taught first grade, middle school math, and has served as Assistant Principal
and Principal in addition to taking on special projects. Dr. Luzak has supported the
development of the GATE program, the Builder’s Club, and works closely with the staff on
curriculum and instruction to ensure the students get the support that is needed to maximize their learning and educational
experience. She is a strong believer that one should surround oneself with good people and appreciate all they have to
offer.



